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Bangladesh, formerly East Pakistan was born in 1971.

Area of the country is very small—about 160,000 square kilo. Population is very big, highest density in the world. 138m..

Literacy rate (national) is about 43%.

Adult literacy rate is 37%.

Children attending school –92%

Dropout at primary level—30%

Primary level—class I—V

Secondary level—class VI—X

Higher Secondary—class XI—XII 

Tertiary—Degree of Post Graduate
Primary schools—78126

Secondary schools—18000

Madrassas—8000

Colleges—3000

Technical Institutes—1600

Universities—52 private + 20 public

There are about 1m teachers to teach 35 m students.

Challenges faced by Bangladesh are:

1) Poor quality education

2) Shortage of qualified teachers

3) 80% dropout rate at secondary level

4) Poor performance in public examinations

Secondary School Certificate Examination—38%

Higher Secondary School Certificate Examination –33%

Degree Exam—25%

5) Gap between rural and urban educational institutions—about 90% of rural educational institutions do not perform well
6) Poverty and deprivation of the educated youths due to unemployment

7) About 98% of the educational institutions are private on which government has minimum control (90% subvention given by government)

Bangladesh Open University was established in 1992

Main financial assistance came from the Asia Development Bank.

It has a very modern media centre which remains unfinished.

There being no educational TV channel, Bangladesh Open universitiy gets only two hours a day for its TV programs, BOU, however, has about 350,000 students.

It has six regional centres

  63 field level institutions

  800 grassroots level centres

Courses offered by BOU are the following:
1) Secondary School Certificate

2) Higher Secondary School Certificate

3) Agriculture

4) Science

5) Communicative English

6) Teacher Training

7) Management

8) Computer

9) Environmental Studies

10) Medical and Healthcare

In total, there are 22 programs

About 48% of the budget comes from its own income.

There are 82 members in the faculty.

Runs courses with the help of the Commonwealth of Learning.

Distance education has the following advantages:

1) Bangladesh has only one language which is Bengali.

2) About 50% of the 1m teachers need training.

3) There are about 470 sub-districts and 2000 growth centres.

4) Rural electrification coverage is improving.

5) Female enrollment is going up

 (from 30% in 1972 to 52% in 2002 in schools )
The key areas of concern are:

1) Improving connectivity of ICT.

2) Increasing access to education

3) Lowering cost of distance education

4) Enhancing capacity of BOU

5) Enhancing knowledge sharing (North-South and South-South)

6) Utilisation of TV and Radio link

The goals are Reduction Of Poverty through Human Resources Development, Education For All by 2010 and Education for Sustainable Human Development.

Though Open Education has an image problem, and though the equivalence of the Distance Education Degree Certificate is very often questionable, Distance and Open Education can ensure literacy and quality education to the vast population at a minimum cost and in the shortest possible time in a developing country like Bangladesh where about 65m people are still illiterate.
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